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THE GENUS LEPISTA 

William A. Murrill 

This genus, which is closely related to Entoloma, was founded 
by W. G. Smith in 1870, with Paxillus Lepista Fries as its type. 
Gillet included in it only those species having very decurrent lamel- 
lae, which were related rather to Paxillus than Tricholoma. 
Maire, in 1913, erected the genus Rhodopaxillus, to include Tri- 
choloma panaeolum, T. nudum, T. personatum, and a few other 
related species. 

Lepista (Fries) W. G. Sm. Clavis Agar. 26. 1870 

Hymenophore large, fleshy, putrescent; surface smooth, not 
viscid, margin at first involute; lamellae adnexed or slightly de- 
current; spores rosy-ochraceous in mass, not angular; stipe central, 
fleshy; veil none. 

Type species, Paxillus Lepista Fries. 

Spores 7-10 X 4-5 li. 

Stipe T5-30 mm. thick, i. L. personata. 

Stipe 4-8 mm, thick, 2, L, domestica. 

Spores 5-6 X 3-4 f- ; species very rare, 3- L. panaeola. 

I. Lepista personata (Fries) W. G. Sm. Clavis Agar. 37. 1870 

fAgaricus nudus Bull. Herb. Fr. pi. 439. 1789. 

Agarkus violaceus Sow. Engl. Fung. pi. sop. 1799. Not Agar- 

icus violaceus Schaeff. i774- 
Agaricus bicolor Pers. Syn. Fung. 281. t8oi. Not Agaricus bi- 

color Batsch. 1783. 
Agaricus personatus Fries, O'bs. Myc. 2 : 89. 1818. 
Tricholoma personatum Quel. Champ, Jura Vosg. 45. 1872. 
Rhodopaxillus personatus Maire, Ann. Myc. 11: 338. 1913. 

Pileus compact, becoming soft, thick, convex or plane, obtuse, 
regular, solitary or gregarious, 5—12 cm. broad ; surface moist, glab- 
rous, variable in color, generally pallid or cinereous tinged with 
violet or lilac, sometimes wholly violet, margin at first involute 
and villose-pruinose, becoming glabrous ; context whitish, pleasant 
to the taste, edible; lamellae broad, crowded, rounded behind, 
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free, violaceous, becoming sordid-whitish or fuscous ; spores ellip- 
soid, smooth, sordid-white, dull-pinkish in mass, 7.5-10 X 4-S /«; 
stipe generally thick, often bulbous, solid, fibrillose or villose-pru- 
inose, whitish or concolorous, 3-7 cm. long, 1.5-3 cm. thick. 

Type locality : Europe. 

Habitat: In open woods or among long grass in fields. 

Distribution : Temperate North America ; also in Europe. 

Illustrations: Ann. Rep. N. Y. State Mus. 48: pi. 22; Hussey, 
111. Brit. Myc. 2 : pi. 40; N. Marshall, Mushr. Book pi. 16; Myco- 
logia 2: pi. ig, f. i; Sow. Engl. Fungi pi. 2op. 

ExsiccATi : Sydow, Myc. Mar. 340^^, 2305 ; Thiim. Fungi Austr. 
1004; Herpell, Prap. Hutpilze 63. 

2. Lepista domestica Murrill, nom. nov. 

Agaricus sordidus Fries, Syst. Myc. 1:51. 1821. Not Agaricus 

sordidus Dicks. 1785. 
Tricholoma sordidum Quel. Champ. Jura Vosg. 47. 1872. 
Rhodopa.rillus sordidus Maire, Ann. Myc. 11 : 338. 1913. 
Melanoleuca sordida Murrill, Mycologia 6 : 3. 1914. 

Pileus thin, convex to plane or slightly depressed, subumbonate 
at times, often irregular, gregarious or cespitose, 3-7 cm. broad; 
surface smooth, glabrous, pale- violet to avellaneous with ochraceous 
hues, usually fuliginous on the disk, margin naked, involute when 
young; context violaceous to whitish, mild, edible ; lamellae sinuate 
to slightly decurrent, narrow, crowded, concolorous when young, 
fading with age ; spores ellipsoid, smooth, pale-rosy-ochraceous in 
mass, 7-8 X 4-5 ft ; stipe eccentric at times, equal, firm, concolor- 
ous, glabrous, stuffed or hollow, 3-8 cm. long, 4-8 mm. thick. 

Type locality: Europe. 

Habitat: About manure piles and in manured ground. 

Distribution : Temperate North America ; also in Europe. 

Illustr.'-iTions : Bull. N. Y. State Mus. T16: pi. 104; Bull. N. Y. 
State Mus. 131 : pi. 113; Cooke, Brit. Fungi pi. 100 (123) ; Fries, 
Ic. Hymen, pi. 43; Mycologia 6: pi. 113, f. 4. 

3. Lepista panaeola (Fries) P. Karst. Bidr. Finl. Nat. Folk 

481. 1879. 

Agaricus panaeolus Fries, Epicr. Myc. 49. 1838. 
Agaricus ectypus Seer. A-Tycogr. Suisse 2 : 86. 1833. Not Agar- 
icus ectypus Fries, 1821. 
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Tricholoma panaeolum Quel. Champ. Jura Vosg. 45. 1872. 
Gyrophila nimbata Quel. Fl. Myc. Fr. 271. 1888. 
Rhodopaxillus panaeolus Maire, Ann. Myc. 11 : 338. 191 3. 

Pilaus fleshy, convex to expanded, gibbous, sometimes eccentric, 
cespitose, 4-9 cm. broad; surface whitish-gray, grayish-variegated 
and dull-flesh-colored when young; context gray, odor strong, 
farinaceous-rancid, taste mild; lamellae mostly crowded, some- 
times narrow and sometimes broad, easily separable from the hy- 
menophore, sinuate-uncinate, sometimes decurrent, from whitish- 
gray to lurid-flesh-colored or rufescent; spores ellipsoid, slightly 
tuberculose, hyaline, dull-rosy in mass, 5.5-6 X 3-5 /* ; stipe solid, 
gray to grayish-fuscous within, subequal,fibrillose, sub furfuraceous 
at the apex, 2-6 cm. long, 5-13 mm. thick. 

Type locality: Switzerland. 

Habitat : In grassy places in the open or near woods ; rarely in 
woods. 
Distribution : New York ; also in Europe. 
Illustration : Fries, Ic. Hymen, pi. j(5, /. 2. 

New York Botanical Garden. 



